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NJC pay campaign – latest news 
 
 
All the latest news, campaign ideas and resources from the local government NJC 2021 
pay campaign. 
 
 

1.5% pay offer - rejected 
 
UNISON’s NJC Committee, the union’s national committee for local government pay across 
England, Wales and Northern Ireland, met on 21 May to consider the Employers’ 1.5% pay 
offer. The Committee strongly agreed to reject the offer. In the context of our claim for a 
10% pay increase, the offer of 1.5% is insulting, and shows blatant disregard for the hard 
work and sacrifices made by local government workers throughout the Covid-19 pandemic, 
providing essential services and keeping our communities safe and well. 
 
UNISON is calling on the local government employers to enter urgent negotiations so that 
this offer can be improved. UNISON members are also deeply frustrated at the long delay 
in resolving term time working issues for school support staff and others, and we are 
seeking reassurances that this work will be prioritised. 
 
At the same time, UNISON is clear that more funding is needed from central government to 
ensure that local authorities and schools can continue to provide the full range of services 
and pay staff properly. UNISON is calling on the National Employers and local authorities to 
work with us to lobby for more resources for local government. 
 
Read UNISON’s press release here: https://www.unison.org.uk/news/press-
release/2021/05/insulting-pay-offer-rejected-by-council-and-school-staff-says-unison/  
 
 

Levelling up the forgotten frontline - Christina McAnea blog 
 
UNISON’s General Secretary Christina McAnea has written a blog post about local 
government pay. She discusses the key role our members in local government have played 
throughout the pandemic, and explains why the offer of 1.5% is not enough. 
 
Read Christina’s blog here: https://www.unison.org.uk/news/general-secretary-
blog/2021/05/blog-levelling-up-the-forgotten-frontline/  
 

https://www.unison.org.uk/news/press-release/2021/05/insulting-pay-offer-rejected-by-council-and-school-staff-says-unison/
https://www.unison.org.uk/news/press-release/2021/05/insulting-pay-offer-rejected-by-council-and-school-staff-says-unison/
https://www.unison.org.uk/news/general-secretary-blog/2021/05/blog-levelling-up-the-forgotten-frontline/
https://www.unison.org.uk/news/general-secretary-blog/2021/05/blog-levelling-up-the-forgotten-frontline/
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Political campaigning – time to lobby your Member of 
Parliament 
 
Thanks for all of your hard work so far, getting councils to debate our model motion in 
support of our pay claim, and using the ‘email your councillor’ tool. 
 
It’s vital we take our campaign into Westminster. While we push the local government 
employers to make a better pay offer, we know that local authorities need more funding 
from central government, to keep services going and give our members decent pay.  
 
We’re therefore asking every member to write to their Member of Parliament (MP), making 
clear how urgent the situation is and asking them to press the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
and the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local Government for more 
funding for local government pay. 
 
We have created an ‘Email your MP’ tool to make this easy. All you need to do is follow the 
link, enter your details, and an email to your MP will be generated. You can make any 
changes you want, and then send it. 
 
Click here to email your MP: https://action.unison.org.uk/page/83037/action/1 
 
Branches – please ask all of your members to do this! 
 
 

Reminder - campaign posters and leaflets 
 
A range of posters have been produced – some are aimed more at members and potential 
members, while others are for the public to use, to thank council and school workers and 
support the pay claim. They are all available at our new poster site, where you can order 
printed copies or download digital versions: https://shop.unison.site/product-
category/council-and-schools-pay/  
 
The posters can also be found in our media library alongside a range of other downloadable 
graphics: https://medialibrary.unison.org.uk/?c=392&k=c8607f325c 
 
Leaflets are also available, explaining and promoting the 2021 NJC pay campaign. 
 
While we appreciate that many local government workers are still working from home, many 
are in their normal workplaces – or have been redeployed to different workplaces to help 
with the efforts to the pandemic. 
 
As a result, these leaflets are available in printed and downloadable forms, so you can use 
them in normal workplaces or digitally. 
 
There is one general leaflet and one aimed at schools workers. 
 
The leaflets can also be used to help recruit non-members to UNISON. 
 
Order and download the general leaflet here: https://shop.unison.site/product/njc-pay-
leaflet-2021/  
 
Order and download the schools leaflet here: https://shop.unison.site/product/njc-pay-
schools-leaflet/  

https://action.unison.org.uk/page/83037/action/1
https://shop.unison.site/product-category/council-and-schools-pay/
https://shop.unison.site/product-category/council-and-schools-pay/
https://medialibrary.unison.org.uk/?c=392&k=c8607f325c
https://shop.unison.site/product/njc-pay-leaflet-2021/
https://shop.unison.site/product/njc-pay-leaflet-2021/
https://shop.unison.site/product/njc-pay-schools-leaflet/
https://shop.unison.site/product/njc-pay-schools-leaflet/
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Welsh language versions of both leaflets are also available to download and order print 
versions. 
 
General leaflet – Welsh: https://shop.unison.site/product/njc-pay-leaflet-2021-welsh-version/  
 
Schools leaflet – Welsh: https://shop.unison.site/product/njc-pay-schools-leaflet-2021-
welsh-version/  
 
 

Key campaign messages 
 
A ‘key messages’ document has been produced, bringing together arguments, statistics 
and human examples which should help you promote our campaign and explain why 
members deserve a decent pay increase.  
 
This should be a helpful resource for your local campaigning. For example why not take 
elements from it and use them to write a letter to the local newspaper? Or use the 
arguments to help you recruit non-members and get them involved in the campaign. 
 
The key messages document can be accessed here: 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZdW0r7YCbkpmnr3UfsQcwHgt_bWvMSwEbUL82kG
ibLM/edit?usp=sharing. 
 
 

Local Service Champions 
 
We recently launched videos about the winner and runner-up of UNISON’s Local Service 
Champions awards. Jenny Evans, the winner, and Carol Sinclair, the runner-up, are superb 
examples of the vital work that all local government workers do every day. 
 
Click on the links below to watch the videos. We are using them on social media to make 
clear that local government workers need and deserve a decent pay increase. Please 
watch and share them! 
 
Jenny Evans: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XkDSY-8LeTI 
Carol Sinclair: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c9yAdGHmGOE  
 
 

How much has your employer budgeted for pay? 
 
We’d still like to know what your employers have budgeted for pay! 
 
As the pay negotiations and campaign progress, it will be really helpful to know how much 
your local authorities and schools have budgeted for pay increases for 2021/22. We know 
that some employers decide unilaterally to budget very little, and then use this as 
justification for pressing the National Employers for a low pay offer, while we know that 
other employers budget for more. We need to avoid a situation where we end up with the 
lowest common denominator. So if you can find out what your council or school has 
budgeted for pay, please do so, and let us know by emailing njcpay2021@unison.co.uk. 
 
 

https://shop.unison.site/product/njc-pay-leaflet-2021-welsh-version/
https://shop.unison.site/product/njc-pay-schools-leaflet-2021-welsh-version/
https://shop.unison.site/product/njc-pay-schools-leaflet-2021-welsh-version/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZdW0r7YCbkpmnr3UfsQcwHgt_bWvMSwEbUL82kGibLM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZdW0r7YCbkpmnr3UfsQcwHgt_bWvMSwEbUL82kGibLM/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XkDSY-8LeTI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c9yAdGHmGOE
mailto:njcpay2021@unison.co.uk
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Get activists and members to follow us on Facebook and 
Twitter 
 
Get activists and members to follow us for the latest news, like us and share us on Twitter, 
Facebook and on our campaign web page. 
 
Web page: www.unison.org.uk/LGfairpay 
 
Facebook: facebook.com/UnisoninLocalGovernment 
 
Twitter: @UNISONinLG 
 
And please watch, re-tweet and share our new short infographic video! 
 
Button to auto-share our campaign video on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Ffb.watch%2F4StFuIWC
Ee%2F 
 
Button to auto-share our campaign video on Twitter: 
https://twitter.com/UNISONinLG/status/1365346416172875777?s=20  
 
Make sure you ask non-members to join UNISON and our campaign. 
 
Share your campaign ideas with us at njcpay2021@unison.co.uk 
 
 

Campaign materials 
 
Email your MP tool: https://action.unison.org.uk/page/83037/action/1 
 
Campaign leaflet: https://shop.unison.site/product/njc-pay-leaflet-2021/  
 
Schools leaflet: https://shop.unison.site/product/njc-pay-schools-leaflet/ 
 
General leaflet - Welsh https://shop.unison.site/product/njc-pay-leaflet-2021-welsh-version/  
 
Schools leaflet - Welsh https://shop.unison.site/product/njc-pay-schools-leaflet-2021-welsh-
version/  
 
Campaign poster site: https://shop.unison.site/product-category/council-and-schools-pay/ 
 
‘Fair Pay for council and school workers’ graphics: 
https://medialibrary.unison.org.uk/pages/search.php?search=%21collection392&k=5edacb4
292  
 
Latest news and campaign resources: www.unison.org.uk/LGfairpay  
 
Pay campaign Powerpoint presentation: 
https://www.unison.org.uk/content/uploads/2021/02/NJC-Fair-Pay-Now-2021-
Presentation.pptx 
 
Webinar recording: https://youtu.be/f5JGMuT7JTU 
 

http://www.unison.org.uk/LGfairpay
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Ffb.watch%2F4StFuIWCEe%2F
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Ffb.watch%2F4StFuIWCEe%2F
https://twitter.com/UNISONinLG/status/1365346416172875777?s=20
mailto:njcpay2021@unison.co.uk
https://action.unison.org.uk/page/83037/action/1
https://shop.unison.site/product/njc-pay-leaflet-2021/
https://shop.unison.site/product/njc-pay-schools-leaflet/
https://shop.unison.site/product/njc-pay-leaflet-2021-welsh-version/
https://shop.unison.site/product/njc-pay-schools-leaflet-2021-welsh-version/
https://shop.unison.site/product/njc-pay-schools-leaflet-2021-welsh-version/
https://shop.unison.site/product-category/council-and-schools-pay/
https://medialibrary.unison.org.uk/pages/search.php?search=%21collection392&k=5edacb4292
https://medialibrary.unison.org.uk/pages/search.php?search=%21collection392&k=5edacb4292
http://www.unison.org.uk/LGfairpay
https://www.unison.org.uk/content/uploads/2021/02/NJC-Fair-Pay-Now-2021-Presentation.pptx
https://www.unison.org.uk/content/uploads/2021/02/NJC-Fair-Pay-Now-2021-Presentation.pptx
https://youtu.be/f5JGMuT7JTU
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Short infographic video on Twitter: 
https://twitter.com/UNISONinLG/status/1365346416172875777?s=20 
 
Button to auto-share our campaign video on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Ffb.watch%2F4StFuIWC
Ee%2F 
 
Button to auto-share our campaign video on Twitter: 
https://twitter.com/UNISONinLG/status/1365346416172875777?s=20  
 

https://twitter.com/UNISONinLG/status/1365346416172875777?s=20
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Ffb.watch%2F4StFuIWCEe%2F
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Ffb.watch%2F4StFuIWCEe%2F
https://twitter.com/UNISONinLG/status/1365346416172875777?s=20

